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The aim of this study is to investigate the relationship of consumer behavior in 

s-commerce by proposing a research model that incorporates various factors. 

To conclude, perceived usefulness and perceived enjoyment have a positive 

relationship with attitude. The proposed model that examines the mediating 

effects of attitude on variables. It is reported that perceived usefulness could 

be mediated by the effect of attitude, however, perceived enjoy fullness doesn’t 

not. As with any study of this nature, a number of limitations have to be pointed 

out. The first limitation is the issue of generalization. Small sample size 

collected in this study lead to the poor-fit structural model. Thus, the findings 

must be interpreted with caution and cannot be conclusively used to generalize 

to all the consumer behavior towards s-commerce. The second limitation 

relates to the cross-sectional nature of the current study. Future research to 

investigate consumer behavior towards s-commerce by utilizing longitudinal 

methodology can be adopted. Also, variables such as trust could be added to 

capture more efficient results. 
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1.  Introduction  

 

Following the rapid development of Web 2.0, online shopping has become an important part of modern life 

(Fagerstrømand Ghinea, 2010). When consumers shop on e-commerce platforms, such as Amazon, eBay, and Taobao, 

they often comment on products and/or services after consumption, which helps other consumers collect product 

information. Nevertheless, it is sometimes difficult for consumers to trust the reviews on shopping platforms because 

merchants may provide mendacious information, e.g., inaccurate descriptions or sham comments (Kim and Song, 

2005). Fortunately, this constraint may be alleviated using social network shopping platforms, as users in social 

networks are friends or indirect acquaintances. They share and communicate their purchasing and consumption 

experiences to obtain relatively real and accurate product information. Business activities conducted through social 

media are called social commerce (SC) or social shopping (Liang, Ho, & Li, 2012). Social commerce is a new 

expansion of e-commerce (Stephen and Toubia, 2010). Some empirical studies have compared relation-ships in social 
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commerce and e-commerce (Huang and Benyoucef, 2013). In contrast, to date, there has been little research attention 

paid to the phenomenon of purchase intention in social commerce with new social features, such as social media and 

social business behaviors. Because of the lack of knowledge of these emerging commerce technologies in social media, 

it may be presumptuous to apply previous findings concerning e-commerce to social commerce. 

Therefore, additional research efforts are needed to analyze and evaluate social commerce theoretically and 

empirically to advance our understanding of this important and expanding form of e-commerce. To address this 

deficiency, the present study investigates the design of a social commerce survey by identifying its two primary feature 

types, namely social features and commerce features. More specifically, social features usually include a social 

networking platform, users, and user-generated content (UGC) (Liang and Turban, 2011). Commerce features refer to 

product factors and the certification/guarantee of product/services by third-party organizations (Dimoka, Hong, & 

Pavlou, 2012). These two features are related to the two fundamental processes of social commerce. In terms of social 

features, UGC not only reflects the interaction among users but also aggregates critical information as a result of users 

sharing product information through the social networking platform. Moreover, the factors of products in business 

activity features represent the attributes of the product and sellers, i.e., the uncertainty in the product itself or the 

uncertainty in the seller’s services. Third-party organizations provide certification/guarantee services for business 

activities. The goal of this study is to investigate the influence of features like UGC and product characteristics on user 

purchasing behavior in social commerce. This paper proceeds as follows. We next present a brief review of the 

literature on social commerce and the theoretical development of social support, the theory of consumer behavior, and 

the conceptualization of user content, product uncertainty, seller uncertainty, and third-party uncertainty. This is 

followed by the description of the research model and hypotheses in Section 3. The development of the research 

instrument and processes used in the empirical study are provided in Section 4. Section 5 reports the findings of the 

data analysis. Finally, we conclude with a discussion, as well as a presentation of the limits of this paper and future 

research directions. 

 Social commerce (s-commerce) is a new form of electronic commerce that involves using social media, an online 

media, that supports social interaction and consumer contribution to assist online buying and selling of products and 

services (Shen & Eder, 2011). E-commerce includes consumer ratings and reviews, consumer recommendations and 

referrals, social shopping tools (shared shopping online), forums and communities, social media optimization, social 

applications and social advertising (Qiu & Benbasat, 2009). Nowadays, most people have created their own account 

in the social media platform such as Facebook, Twitter and another social media link as a method of social interaction. 

Since social media have become readily accessible, more consumers use it as a source of information about companies, 

brands, products, and services (Zhou, Zhang, & Zimmermann, 2013). For this indication, e-retailers have implemented 

several social programs such as Social Media Commerce, Facebook Commerce Platform or other social networking 

as an effective medium for the distribution of their goods and services. E-retailers wish to take advantage of these 

social technologies and services to expand their businesses. In light of the importance of consumer behaviors, this 

study examines consumer behaviors of s-commerce by proposing a research model (Figure 1) that incorporates various 

factors. In particular, given the nature of social interaction and s-commerce, this study focused on the direct relationship 

among consumer behavioral through perceived usefulness and perceived enjoyment of s-commerce. In addition, this 

study also investigates the mediating role of consumer attitude in the relationship between perceived usefulness and 

perceived enjoyment towards consumer intention to use s-commerce. Furthermore, the moderator role of perceived 

social support on the relationship between perceived usefulness-attitude and attitude-intention was examined in this 

study as well. It is hoped that the findings of this study will help the marketer understand on the attitude of the consumer 

(buyer), how they perceive the usefulness of s-commerce, how to encourage their enjoyment and how they perceive 

social support factor that leads them to the intention to buy in s-commerce. 

 

Literature Review  

 

a. Consumer behavior theory  

In order for a company to be successful, they must first understand consumer’s purchasing behavior. 

Understanding your customer’s behavior is important for any company, offline and online. E-commerce companies 

must understand which factors and aspects of their websites that have an influence on the consumer's purchase 

intention. Information, visual stimuli, and communication through signals can have a positive or negative effect on 

the consumers’ willingness and desire to purchase (Fishbein, Bleakley, & Hennessy, 2012). The theory of reasoned 

action (TRA) was proven by Ajzen & Fishbein in 1975 and has successfully been used to explain human behavior 

(Armitage & Conner, 2001). The model suggested that attitude and subjective norms were strong indications of 
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intent, and in turn “intent” was the primary determinant of behavior (Sheppard, Hartwick, & Warshaw, 1988). 

Attitudes reflect the individuals’ feelings towards performing a specific behavior whereas subjective norms are the 

perception of influence from others. The TRA model proposed by Ajzen (1975) was tested and found useful in 

predicting behavioral intent and behavior, but only as long as the behavior was under full volitional control (Ajzen, 

1991b). In 1985 Ajzen expanded the theory with the variable “Perceived behavioral control” and made the theory 

of planned behavior (TPB). This included beliefs that possession of resources and opportunities should impact the 

perceived control that the consumer has over the situation. Ajzen (1992) argued that the more resources and 

opportunities the consumer thinks he has, the greater the consumer perceives a sense of control over the situation 

(Ajzen, 1991a). If the consumer believes that he has little control over a situation because of the lack of resources, 

he will be less inclined to perform the behavior. This means, in regards to e-commerce that if it is considered to be 

a subjective norm or the consumer has a positive attitude towards shopping online and a sense of perceived 

behavioral control (i.e. the resources and opportunity to transact) then it is likely that he will make a purchase. 

When people have complete control and sufficient resources, intentions alone should be able to sufficiently predict 

behavior (Ajzen, 1991b). In a study with 602 online bookstore customers, Park (2003) investigated the relationship 

between various characteristics of online shopping and consumer purchasing behavior (Park & Kim, 2003). He 

found that the quality of information and the website design, along with signals of perceived security had a 

significant impact on the consumer’s commitment to the website, and in turn on their purchasing behavior.  

George (2004) investigated consumer’s beliefs and perception about; internet privacy, trustworthiness, 

perceived control, expectations and its impact on purchase intentions. He found that customers with a general belief 

in the trustworthiness of websites and in their own abilities to shop on the internet were more likely to make future 

online purchases than those without such beliefs (George, 2004). Chen (2009) conducted a study on the antecedents 

of purchase intentions. He expanded the original model, theory of planned behavior (TBH) to include 10 more 

external antecedents as factors to explain online consumer behavior. The study was conducted with 288 college 

students who had previous online shopping experience. The results showed that perceived ease of use (PEOU) and 

trust were important antecedents in explaining online consumer behavior. Furthermore, he found that cost-reduction 

could have a positive influence on perceived risk and thus create positive attitudes toward online shopping. 

b. Social Media Marketing  

Social Media, is network and technology which used to create hot news by Internet users, then communicate 

and disseminate information each other. Social media marketing (SMM), also known as community marketing, is 

a kind of Internet marketing model, it points to achieve marketing objectives by participating in various Social 

media networks. Social media marketing tools generality includes BBS, microblogging, blog, SNS, pictures, videos 

and so on. The social media in the network marketing is mainly referred to the comprehensive site with 

characteristics of the network, its main characteristic is that content is mostly provided voluntarily by the user 

(UGC), and the user and the site do not exist a direct employment relationship. 

c. Perceived Usefulness  

Perceived usefulness is defined as „the extent to which a person believes that using a particular technology will 

enhance his or her transaction performance‟ (Davis, 1989). Perceived usefulness is the characteristic of capable of 

being used advantageously (Shin & Shin, 2011). Similarly, there is a strong direct relationship between perceived 

usefulness and attitude (Fazio & Zanna, 1981; Hossain & De Silva, 2009). Consumer perceived usefulness of the 

website from the influence of website satisfaction (Wixom & Todd, 2005). Hence, a good s-commerce website 

should provide relevance, accuracy, understanding and usefulness information for the consumer (Susser & Ariga, 

2006). A website with good quality content can significantly influence the consumer attitudes and their interaction 

with s-commerce (Hasan & Abuelrub, 2011). Hence, the consumer will easily trust, satisfy and tend to buy from a 

website that provides complete information on a product or service. The consumer will make a better purchase 

decision and predicts the product satisfaction prior to actual purchase after they value the website information 

accurately (Hossain & De Silva, 2009). Besides that, perceived usefulness has a significant effect on customer 

satisfaction (Devaraj, Fan, & Kohli, 2002) and loyalty intention (Cyr, Head, & Ivanov, 2006) towards online 

shopping as well which leads to s-commerce usefulness. Marketers have grasp understanding that online service 

continuance is from the consumer perspective. Once a consumer perceived the usefulness of buying online, they 

will have the intention to adopt s-commerce in future. Therefore, it can be hypnotized as:  

d. Perceived Enjoyment 

Perceived enjoyment is defined as the extent to which the activity of using a computer system is perceived to 

be personally enjoyable in its own right, aside from the instrumental value of the technology (Shin, 2013). Perceived 

enjoyment plays an important role in forming online consumer satisfaction and continuance intention in s-
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commerce (Hsu & Chiu, 2004; Huang & Benyoucef, 2013; Kang, Hong, & Lee, 2009; Lin, Wu, & Tsai, 2005; 

Thong, Hong, & Tam, 2006). Perceived enjoyment behavior only found after consumer making a purchase in s-

commerce. The consumer will not found the feeling of enjoyment if they never have any experience in purchasing 

a product from s-commerce. In this regard, Nah, Eschenbrenner, and DeWester (2011) reported that perceived 

enjoyment on a brand experience in the virtual world predicts the intention to engage with the brand offline. 

Moreover, some consumers are satisfied with the online shopping experience as compared to offline shopping 

because the advantages they received in terms of time and cost. A satisfied customer that obtains pleasure from 

both material and emotion in s-commerce (Jarvenpaa & Todd, 1996) will encourage their repeat visits. The 

interactive s-commerce website contributes to perceived enjoyment in s-commerce as well. Consumers will 

perceive the enjoyment if they are satisfied with the system performance of the website (Huang & Benyoucef, 

2013). The interactive s-commerce website allows an individual to send an internal message to friends, knowing 

the new friend's background information, their interest, share photos, and videos. Consumer will effectively found 

that this website is more enjoyable and find the opportunity to use this site as a link to spread their business.  

e. Attitude 

Eagly & Chaiken (1993) argue that attitude is a psychological tendency which is shown in the evaluation of 

certain entities with some degree of favor or disfavor. This psychological tendency inherently exists in every 

individual in the form of evaluation covering all types and categories of evaluation, both overt and covert, or in 

cognitive, affective and conative forms. Shook & Bratianu (2010) state that one forms one’s attitude based on one’s 

beliefs in the possible outcomes. The more favorable the possibility is, the stronger the intention to do the behavior 

will be, and vice versa: the less favorable the outcome possibility is, the weaker the intention to do the behavior 

will be. 

Attitude is the way a person think or feel about someone or something, then it reflected in a person's behavior. 

Attitude can influence how a person evaluates s-commerce and their acceptance of s-commerce. According to 

Castaneda, Munoz-Leiva, and Luque (2007), a user that reflect positive feelings or attitudes toward s-commerce is 

more likely to begin and continue buying from the Internet. Attitude has become one of the key variables of s-

commerce acceptance (Chen & Tan, 2004; Richard, 2005). Consumer acceptance on s-commerce is influenced by 

previous experience (perceived usefulness) and user interest (perceived enjoyment). There is a strong direct 

relationship between perceived usefulness and attitude (Fazio & Zanna, 1981; Hossain & De Silva, 2009). 

Purchasing experience in s-commerce will affect a consumer attitude and behavior since the consumer always 

concerns about their experience when making a decision to purchase. Consumer experience considerably 

conditions their decision-making process (Hutchinson, 1983) and influences their perceptions, attitudes, and 

behaviors (Montoya-Weiss, Voss, & Grewal, 2003; Sheth & Parvatiyar, 1995). A consumer who had obtained 

purchasing experience in s-commerce tends to trust the site and easily repeat their purchasing behavior with less 

uncertainty (Gefen, Karahanna, & Straub, 2003). Hence, perceived usefulness increasingly affects consumer 

attitude and, therefore, it strengthens the intention to perform a greater number of transactions in the future (Taylor 

& Todd, 1995). S-commerce website system functions such as share links, quick access to products, help option 

designs, feedbacks, and rating reviews are likely to increase consumer perceived enjoyment on s-commerce and 

change their attitude on s-commerce site which encourages their intention to use s-commerce in the future (Grange 

& Benbasat, 2010). According to Constantinides and Fountain (2008), perceived usefulness and perceived 

enjoyment dramatically motivate consumer attitude and loyalty towards s-commerce.  

 

2.  Research Methods 

 

This chapter represents the methodology used in this empirical study, will be discussed. The research approach, 

namely the deductive approach, the reason for using this approach and sample of the study will be presented as well. 

Furthermore, data collection procedure, the structure of the questionnaire and data analysis will be explained as we go 

further in this chapter. 

 

2.1 Quantitative Method 

 

Quantitative research is the act of collecting numerical data to explain phenomena and analyzing it by mathematical 

methods (Aliaga and Gunderson, 2000). In addition, this study has an objective and positivists view toward the 

problem, means that the researcher tries to uncover the truth that already exists and the relationships are cause and 

effect based. The research is conclusive in its purpose and the aim is to reach recognition of commonality of the 
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phenomenon by looking to a larger population. Therefore, the study attempts to use a quantitative method since it does 

not limit the number of participants in the research and is quite flexible. 

The first step in conducting a research is to explain qualitative or quantitative phenomena. Actually, the purpose of 

each research is to explain a phenomenon and give some reasons for it as in this study hypothesizes are developed 

according to the discussion in the literature review. 

The second step is to collect the numerical data. Although data is not always in the numerical form, it does not 

limit the quantitative research, in fact, there are very limited numbers of a phenomenon that occurs in numerical form. 

Moreover, it is possible to design the research in the way that it can be converted to the numerical form by assigning 

a number to each statement or rating them. This method is applied in the study by questionnaire rating scale (Likert 

scale). 

The final step is to analyze data with mathematically based methods, which in this study is SPSS. The reason that 

most of the researchers avoid quantitative method is the mathematical base of the method, which seems complicated 

and needs skills but also computer soft wares allow researchers to analyze the data quickly (Cohen, L., Manion, L. & 

Morison, K., 2000). 

 

2.2 Deductive Approach  

 

It is significantly important to determine which approach is implemented in conducting a research. According to 

Babbie (2010), scientific inquiries usually struggle among two different alternatives of conducting the study: Inductive 

and deductive approaches which both approaches take observation and logic into consideration.  

A deductive approach which is also known as the Top-down approach will test the theory and is described as the 

arguments, which are based on Accepted principals and proved law and rules, moves from general to specific facts 

thus it is focused on causality. The conclusion follows from hypothesizes and these approaches are associated with 

quantitative studies (Burney, 2008). The deductive approach tends to test the developed hypotheses based on 

experimental observations as it produces specific facts from general discussions. 

In contradiction, Inductive approach begins with specific and ends into general facts. This approach is associated 

with qualitative studies and aims at finding new phenomena or investigating previously studied facts from a very 

different perspective (Burney, 2008). It should be mentioned that not all qualitative studies tend to use an inductive 

approach. The differences between these two methods are more obvious in Figure 1. 

 

 
Source: Barney, 2008 

Figure 1. Deductive Approach versus Inductive Approach 

 

Based on before mentioned discussion and what has been explained in previous chapters, this study uses a deductive 

approach and tests the hypothesis presented in the conceptual model. According to Raulin (1993) the constructs, assist 

the researcher to develop and test deductions from constructs. Deductions will be tested empirically through the study 

hence provide the support for theory (Graziano, 1993). 
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2.3 Sampling Method 

 

Sampling is the act of selecting a subset of individuals from a population and hopefully representative of the 

characteristics to determine the truth about the whole population. The benefit of sampling is that it saves resources 

such as money and time and produces accurate results that can be calculated mathematically (Robert M. Groves, et al. 

2000). There are two different type of sampling method namely Probability (representative) and non-probability, whilst 

in probability sampling, all the units participating in the sample have the probability of being selected in the sample. 

It is important to understand that not everybody has the same probability of participating in the sample but each 

person’s probability is defined. This kind of sampling allows the researcher to produce unbiased and valid data, as the 

sample is representative of a broader population.  

Probability sampling methods comprise three sub-categories namely: 

a) Random Sampling 

b) Systematic Sampling 

c) Stratified Sampling 

 

Non-probability sampling is described as any kind of sampling that not all the participants have the probability of 

selection or their probability weight is not defined. Since the sampling population is chosen with a non-random manner, 

the calculation of sampling errors is difficult. Accordingly, it is not obvious that how much information the sample 

data can provide about the whole population because in this method some units of the sample do not have the chance 

to enter the sampling pool, thus when information about the relationship between sample and population is limited it 

is impossible to reach from sample data to the population. A probability design can turn into non-probability if there 

are nonresponse effects. 

a) Convenience sampling 

b) Judgment Sampling 

c) Quota Sampling  

d) Snowball Sampling 

This study tends to use convenience sampling also known as accidental sampling, which is a type of non-probability 

sampling by focusing on units of the population, who are available and easy to reach. Although it is more favorable to 

use a probability sampling, it is difficult to achieve especially in the hospitality industry. Limitation in time and money 

and ethical considerations are the main obstacles in arranging a probability sampling (Altinay & Paraskevas, 2008). 

The selection of the sample population is based on their convenient accessibility. One problem associated with this 

sampling method is that the researcher cannot generalize the result of the study because he/she does not have any 

control over the representativeness of the sample (Altinay & Paraskevas, 2008). 

 

2.4 Pilot Study 

 

A pilot study is a small-scale test conducted to determine the feasibility, time, cost, and size of the influence, in 

order to find an appropriate sample to enhance the study design before the full-scale quantitative research (Lippincott 

Williams & Wilkins, 2007, p.168-169). The purpose of the pilot study is to avoid the waste of resources such as money 

and time on not appropriate designed studies. The participants in the pilot study are some relevant units of the sample 

population but not those who finally will be part of the final sample and they will be later eliminated from the sample 

because their behavior may be altered in a large-scale research. The pilot study will provide some valuable insights 

into the limitations and missing parts of the study so the large-scale experiment, which is more expensive, can be 

improved. This study was pilot tested with a judgmental sample of students and adults. 25 questionnaires are distributed 

among them of different ages and genders.  

 

2.5 Measurement and Data Analysis 

 

This study tends to use Liker scales because they are much easier for the respondent to fill in and they are simple 

and easy to be assessed and analyzed. According to Schiff man (2008), in contradiction with semantic differential 

scales that consumer place their evaluation on assumption of what each number in the scale means, Liker scales give 

some information for each of numbers in the scales, as the result consumers are exactly aware of what they are 

selecting. 

In this study five-point, Liker scales are used in questionnaires, from (1) completely disagree to (5) completely agree. 
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The process of data analysis comes after data collection procedure; to examine quantitative collected data this study 

uses SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science). 

 

2.6 Regression Analysis Model 

 

Regression analysis is a procedure in which the researcher can evaluate the relationship between constructs. 

Multiple regression analysis is used in this study to define the relationship between different dependable and 

independent variables and to explain the relationship between each independent and independent construct. 

 

2.7 Model and Hypothesis  

 

 
Figure 2. Model and Hypothesis 

 

H1: Perceived usefulness will be a positive predictor of Intent. 

H2: Perceived enjoyment will have a positive relationship with intent. 

H3: Attitude will mediate the relationship between perceived usefulness and intention to use. 

H4: Attitude will mediate the relationship between perceived enjoyment and intention to use. 

 

Table 1 

Social Media enables me to discover new products 

Variable Items Abbreviation 

Perceived Usefulness Social Media enables me to discover new products and get shopping idea 

more quickly. 

Instagram increases my productivity in discovering products and 

Getting shopping ideas. 

 

PU1 

 

PU2 

Perceived Enjoyment I had fun using 

I found my visit to the application interesting. 

PE1 

PE2 

 

Attitude  I often like to talk with other online shoppers about mutual opinions 

And experiences. 

I often try to find out what other online shoppers think who face 

Similar problems as I face. 

I find online product reviews helpful. 

A1 

 

A2 

 

A3 

 

Intention to Use  I am very likely to use Instagram in the future to discover new 

Products. 

I am likely to actually purchase products I found on Instagram. 

I will recommend Instagram to others 

I1 

 

I2 

I3 
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3.  Results and Analysis 

 

During the previous chapters, the study tried to describe the different methods and techniques used by the study. 

Design of the questionnaire and scale were discussed. This chapter, however, focuses on the empirical results obtained 

from the collected data. Reliability Test Fort this study Cornbrash’s alpha is used to test for reliability. According to 

Nunnaly (1978), the interval of the coefficient changes from 0 to 1. If the coefficient is greater or equal to 0.7, the 

sample is considered to have internal consistency among measures (Nunnaly, 1978). When the coefficient is 

acceptable, the scale considered to not suffer from random error (Churchill, 1979). The current study is utilized IBM 

SPSS to run the test. Results are shown in the following table. Since the coefficient is greater than 0.7 (0.749) the value 

suggests that the scale and items chosen for the research have high internal consistency. It could be said that the scale 

does not suffer from random error and has internal consistency. 

 

Table 2 

Reliability Statistics 

 

Cronbach's 

Alpha 

Cronbach's 

Alpha Based on 

Standardized 

Items N of Items 

.746 .749 4 

 

Regression and Correlation 

 

a.  Correlation 

It is common that before running the regression, a correlation matrix is conducted to observe the correlation 

between variables and if these correlations are statistically significant. The reason behind running a correlation 

before regression is that, through this procedure, the interdependency of the variables are tested. The results of the 

matrix are illustrated in the following table. The table consists of three important items, mean, standard deviation 

and correlations between variables.  

 

 

  Table 3 

Correlations 

 

 PU PE INTENT AT 

PU Pearson Correlation 1 .508** .339** .373** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .000 .000 .000 

N 123 123 123 123 

PE Pearson Correlation .508** 1 .334** .733** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000  .000 .000 

N 123 123 123 123 

INTENT Pearson Correlation .339** .334** 1 .276** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000  .002 

N 123 123 123 123 

AT Pearson Correlation .373** .733** .276** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000 .002  

N 123 123 123 123 

 

The correlation could also be used for when there is a mediation. According to Baron-and-Kenny’s approach in 

order to test for a mediation effect, the relation must be significant among them. As it is shown in the table above, 

all the variables are significantly correlated. Hence both regression and mediation effect could be tested. As it 

known, regression tries to explain the dependency of a dependent variable to a number of independent variables. 

To test the relationship between variables and regressing them, the study has chosen the hierarchical regression. In 

this type of regression, variables are put in to order due to the priority that the researcher determines. The approach 
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gives enhances the researcher to check the relation of a control variable to another or a group of variables (Bryk et 

al. 2002). 

 

b.  Regression 

 

The study has conducted different linear regression based on the different variables used. The first regression 

formula is as follow: 

1. INTENT t = β0 + β1PU + β2PE 

The results for this equation is as follow:  

 

Table 3 

Regression without mediation effect 

 

Model 

Unstandardized Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 1.152 .430  2.676 .008 

PU .298 .127 .228 2.336 .021 

PE .211 .094 .218 2.235 .027 

a. Dependent Variable: INTENT 

 

As it is shown in the table above, both independent variables are positively significant at %5. Perceived usefulness 

is positively significant at %5 with beta valued at 0.228. This means that by keeping all other variables constant, 

by an increase of unit in perceived usefulness, intent to purchase products or services social media is likely to 

increase by %22.8. On the other hand perceived joyfulness is also positively significant at %5 with beta valued at 

0.218. This means that by keeping all other variables constant, by an increase of unit in perceived joyfulness, intent 

to purchase products or services through social media is likely to increase by %21.8. 

Hence, according to the regression results, hypotheses H1 and H2 are accepted. 

 The second regression formula which tests for the PU and AT is as follow. This equation tests for the mediatory 

effect of attitude on perceived usefulness. According to the correlation matrix since the correlation is significant 

between the below three variables, the regression could be conducted. 

1) INTENT t = β0 + β1PU + β2AT 

 

Model 

Unstandardized Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 1.126 .438  2.572 .011 

PU .358 .119 .274 3.006 .003 

AT .153 .080 .174 1.905 .059 

a. Dependent Variable: INTENT 

 

As it is shown in the table above, both the independent variable and the mediatory variable are positively 

significant at %5 and %10, respectively. Perceived usefulness is positively significant at %5 with beta valued at 

0.274. This means that by keeping all other variables constant, by an increase of unit in perceived usefulness, intent 

to purchase products or services social media is likely to increase by %27.4. When the meditator was not present 

the beta was %22.8 and after the mediator added to the equation, beta increased by almost %5. This means that 

Attitude is a full mediator on the relationship between perceived usefulness and intent to purchase. Hence H3 is 

supported.  

The third regression formula which tests for the PE and AT is as follow. This equation tests for the mediatory 

effect of attitude on perceived joyfulness. According to the correlation matrix, since the correlation is significant 

between the below three variables, the regression could be conducted. 
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2) INTENT t = β0 + β1PE + β2A 

 

Model 

Unstandardized Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. B Std. Error Beta 

1 (Constant) 1.874 .297  6.313 .000 

PE .275 .122 .285 2.255 .026 

AT .059 .111 .067 .534 .594 

a. Dependent Variable: INTENT 

 

Since the attitude is not significant is not significant it could be said that attitude does not mediate PE in relation 

to intent. Hence H4 is rejected. 

 

4.  Conclusion  

 

The aim of this study is to investigate the relationship of consumer behavior in s-commerce by proposing a research 

model that incorporates various factors. To conclude, perceived usefulness and perceived enjoyment have a positive 

relationship with attitude. The proposed model that examines the mediating effects of attitude on variables. It is 

reported that perceived usefulness could be mediated by the effect of attitude, however, perceived enjoy fullness 

doesn’t not. As with any study of this nature, a number of limitations have to be pointed out. The first limitation is the 

issue of generalization. Small sample size collected in this study lead to the poor-fit structural model. Thus, the findings 

must be interpreted with caution and cannot be conclusively used to generalize to all the consumer behavior towards 

s-commerce. The second limitation relates to the cross-sectional nature of the current study. Future research to 

investigate consumer behavior towards s-commerce by utilizing longitudinal methodology can be adopted. Also, 

variables such as trust could be added to capture more efficient results. 

 

 

Conflict of interest statement and funding sources 

The author(s) declared that (s)he/they have no competing interest. The study was financed by the author. 

 

 

Statement of authorship 

The author(s) have a responsibility for the conception and design of the study. The author(s) have approved the final 

article. 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

The author would like to thank the editor for their support, valuable time, and advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IRJMIS                   ISSN: 2395-7492     

Rahimi, H. (2015). Social commerce and consumer intention to purchase evidence from popular social networks in 

Iran. International Research Journal of Management, IT and Social Sciences, 2(3), 11-22. 

https://sloap.org/journals/index.php/irjmis/article/view/302 

21 

 

References 
Ajzen, I. (1985). From intentions to actions: A theory of planned behavior. In Action control (pp. 11-39). Springer, Berlin, 

Heidelberg. 

Ajzen, I. (1991). The theory of planned behavior. Organizational behavior and human decision processes, 50(2), 179-211. 
Ajzen, I., & Fishbein, M. (1977). Attitude-behavior relations: A theoretical analysis and review of empirical 

research. Psychological bulletin, 84(5), 888. 

Ajzen, I., & Fishbein, M. (1980). Understanding attitudes and predicting social behaviour. 
Aliaga, M., & Gunderson, B. (2000). Introduction to Quantitative research. Doing Quantitative Research in Education with 

SPSS. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1-11. 
Altinay, L., & Paraskevas, P. (2008). Data collection techniques. Planning Research in Hospitality and Tourism, 107-135. 

An, F. P., Bai, J. Z., Balantekin, A. B., Band, H. R., Beavis, D., Beriguete, W., ... & Cai, B. (2012). Observation of electron-

antineutrino disappearance at Daya Bay. Physical Review Letters, 108(17), 171803. 

Armitage, C. J., & Conner, M. (2001). Efficacy of the theory of planned behaviour: A meta‐analytic review. British journal 

of social psychology, 40(4), 471-499. 

Babbie, E., & Wagenaar, T. (2010). Unobtrusive research. The practice of social research, 320. 
Bryk, A., & Schneider, B. (2002). Trust in schools. 

Burney, V. H., & Beilke, J. R. (2008). The constraints of poverty on high achievement. Journal for the Education of the 
Gifted, 31(3), 295-321. 

Castañeda, J. A., Muñoz-Leiva, F., & Luque, T. (2007). Web Acceptance Model (WAM): Moderating effects of user 

experience. Information & management, 44(4), 384-396. 
Chen, Y. L., Analytis, J. G., Chu, J. H., Liu, Z. K., Mo, S. K., Qi, X. L., ... & Zhang, S. C. (2009). Experimental realization 

of a three-dimensional topological insulator, Bi2Te3. science, 325(5937), 178-181. 

Churchill Jr, G. A. (1979). A paradigm for developing better measures of marketing constructs. Journal of marketing 
research, 64-73. 

Cohen, L. M., & Morrison, L. K.(2000) Research Methods in Education. London and New York: Falmer. 
Constantinides, E., & Fountain, S. J. (2008). Web 2.0: Conceptual foundations and marketing issues. Journal of direct, data 

and digital marketing practice, 9(3), 231-244. 

Cyr, D., Head, M., & Ivanov, A. (2006). Design aesthetics leading to m-loyalty in mobile commerce. Information & 
Management, 43(8), 950-963. 

Davis, F. D. (1989). Perceived usefulness, perceived ease of use, and user acceptance of information technology. MIS 

quarterly, 319-340. 
Devaraj, S., Fan, M., & Kohli, R. (2002). Antecedents of B2C channel satisfaction and preference: validating e-commerce 

metrics. Information systems research, 13(3), 316-333. 
Dimoka, A., Hong, Y., & Pavlou, P. A. (2012). On product uncertainty in online markets: Theory and evidence. MIS 

quarterly, 395-426. 

Eagly, A. H., & Chaiken, S. (1993). The psychology of attitudes. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College Publishers. 
Eder, L., Chandran, V., Shen, H., Cook, R. J., Shanmugarajah, S., Rosen, C. F., & Gladman, D. D. (2011). Incidence of 

arthritis in a prospective cohort of psoriasis patients. Arthritis care & research, 63(4), 619-622. 

Fazio, R. H., & Zanna, M. P. (1981). Direct Experience and Attitude-Behavior Consistency1. In Advances in experimental 
social psychology (Vol. 14, pp. 161-202). Academic Press. 

Gefen, D., Karahanna, E., & Straub, D. W. (2003). Trust and TAM in online shopping: An integrated model. MIS 
quarterly, 27(1), 51-90. 

George, D. (2011). SPSS for windows step by step: A simple study guide and reference, 17.0 update, 10/e. Pearson Education 

India. 
Ghinea, R., Pérez, M. M., Herrera, L. J., Rivas, M. J., Yebra, A., & Paravina, R. D. (2010). Color difference thresholds in 

dental ceramics. Journal of Dentistry, 38, e57-e64. 
Grange, C., & Benbasat, I. (2010, January). Online social shopping: The functions and symbols of design artifacts. In 2010 

43rd Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences (pp. 1-10). IEEE. 

Graziano, A. M., & Raulin, M. L. (1993). Research methods: A process of inquiry. HarperCollins College Publishers. 
Groves, R. M. (2004). Survey errors and survey costs (Vol. 536). John Wiley & Sons. 

Hasan, L., & Abuelrub, E. (2011). Assessing the quality of web sites. Applied Computing and Informatics, 9(1), 11-29. 

Hennessy, M., Bleakley, A., & Fishbein, M. (2012). Measurement models for reasoned action theory. The annals of the 
American academy of political and social Science, 640(1), 42-57. 

Hossain, L., & de Silva, A. (2009). Exploring user acceptance of technology using social networks. The Journal of High 
Technology Management Research, 20(1), 1-18. 



         ISSN: 2395-7492 

IRJMIS   Vol. 2 No. 3, March 2015, pages: 11~22 

22 

Hossain, L., & de Silva, A. (2009). Exploring user acceptance of technology using social networks. The Journal of High 

Technology Management Research, 20(1), 1-18. 
Hsu, M. H., & Chiu, C. M. (2004). Predicting electronic service continuance with a decomposed theory of planned 

behaviour. Behaviour & Information Technology, 23(5), 359-373. 
Huang, Z., & Benyoucef, M. (2013). From e-commerce to social commerce: A close look at design features. Electronic 

Commerce Research and Applications, 12(4), 246-259. 

Huang, Z., & Benyoucef, M. (2013). From e-commerce to social commerce: A close look at design features. Electronic 
Commerce Research and Applications, 12(4), 246-259. 

Hutchinson, M. F., & Bischof, R. J. (1983). A new method for estimating the spatial distribution of mean seasonal and annual 

rainfall applied to the Hunter Valley, New South Wales. Australian Meteorological Magazine, 31(3), 179-184. 
Jarvenpaa, S. L., & Todd, P. A. (1996). Consumer reactions to electronic shopping on the World Wide Web. International 

Journal of electronic commerce, 1(2), 59-88. 
Jun, Y. W., Huh, Y. M., Choi, J. S., Lee, J. H., Song, H. T., Kim, S., ... & Suh, J. S. (2005). Nanoscale size effect of magnetic 

nanocrystals and their utilization for cancer diagnosis via magnetic resonance imaging. Journal of the American 

Chemical Society, 127(16), 5732-5733. 
Liang, T. P., & Turban, E. (2011). Introduction to the special issue social commerce: a research framework for social 

commerce. International Journal of electronic commerce, 16(2), 5-14. 

Lin, C. S., Wu, S., & Tsai, R. J. (2005). Integrating perceived playfulness into expectation-confirmation model for web portal 
context. Information & management, 42(5), 683-693. 

Nah, F. F. H., Eschenbrenner, B., & DeWester, D. (2011). Enhancing brand equity through flow and telepresence: A 
comparison of 2D and 3D virtual worlds. MIs Quarterly, 731-747. 

NUNNALY, J. Y. B. I. H (1994). Psychometric theory. 

Park, C. B., Kim, H. S., & Kim, S. C. (1998). Mechanism of action of the antimicrobial peptide buforin II: buforin II kills 
microorganisms by penetrating the cell membrane and inhibiting cellular functions. Biochemical and biophysical 

research communications, 244(1), 253-257. 

Park, Y. W., Zhu, S., Palaniappan, L., Heshka, S., Carnethon, M. R., & Heymsfield, S. B. (2003). The metabolic syndrome: 
prevalence and associated risk factor findings in the US population from the Third National Health and Nutrition 

Examination Survey, 1988-1994. Archives of internal medicine, 163(4), 427-436. 
Qiu, L., & Benbasat, I. (2009). Evaluating anthropomorphic product recommendation agents: A social relationship 

perspective to designing information systems. Journal of Management Information Systems, 25(4), 145-182. 

Raulin, M. L., & Brenner, V. (1993). Ambivalence. 
Schiffman, J. D., & Schauer, C. L. (2008). A review: electrospinning of biopolymer nanofibers and their 

applications. Polymer reviews, 48(2), 317-352. 
Shin, B., Gunawan, O., Zhu, Y., Bojarczuk, N. A., Chey, S. J., & Guha, S. (2013). Thin film solar cell with 8.4% power 

conversion efficiency using an earth‐abundant Cu2ZnSnS4 absorber. Progress in Photovoltaics: Research and 

Applications, 21(1), 72-76. 
Shook, C. L., & Bratianu, C. (2010). Entrepreneurial intent in a transitional economy: an application of the theory of planned 

behavior to Romanian students. International Entrepreneurship and Management Journal, 6(3), 231-247. 

Stephen, A. T., & Toubia, O. (2010). Deriving value from social commerce networks. Journal of marketing research, 47(2), 
215-228. 

Susser, B., & Ariga, T. (2006). Teaching e-commerce Web page evaluation and design: a pilot study using tourism 
destination sites. Computers & Education, 47(4), 399-413. 

Tan, L., Chen, C. Y., Tillyer, R. D., Grabowski, E. J., & Reider, P. J. (1999). A novel, highly enantioselective ketone 

alkynylation reaction mediated by chiral zinc aminoalkoxides. Angewandte Chemie International Edition, 38(5), 711-
713. 

Taylor, S., & Todd, P. A. (1995). Understanding information technology usage: A test of competing models. Information 

systems research, 6(2), 144-176. 
Thong, J. Y., Hong, S. J., & Tam, K. Y. (2006). The effects of post-adoption beliefs on the expectation-confirmation model 

for information technology continuance. International Journal of Human-Computer Studies, 64(9), 799-810. 
Voss, G. B., Montoya-Weiss, M., & Voss, Z. G. (2006). Aligning innovation with market characteristics in the nonprofit 

professional theater industry. Journal of Marketing Research, 43(2), 296-302. 

Wixom, B. H., & Todd, P. A. (2005). A theoretical integration of user satisfaction and technology acceptance. Information 
systems research, 16(1), 85-102. 

Zhou, L., Zhang, P., & Zimmermann, H. D. (2013). Social commerce research: An integrated view. Electronic commerce 

research and applications, 12(2), 61-68. 


